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Conditions for Importing Organs and Animal Viscera Fit for
Human Consumption

Importing chilled or frozen organs and viscera of

sheep, goats, cattle, and camels in all their types, as

well as all their products, is prohibited without

obtaining an import permit from the relevant

veterinary authority.

The imported consignment must be accompanied

by the following documents:

e An original government veterinary health

certificate issued by the official authority
responsible in the country of origin.

o Certificate of Origin from the relevant
authority in the country of origin (excluding
shipments from GCC countries).

e Halal certificate from an Islamic origination
recognized by government agencies (excluding
products of origin from GCC countries).

The required conditions for organs and viscera
intended for human consumption

e The source of these animal organs and viscera
from healthy animals slaughtered in an
officially approved slaughterhouse under the
supervision of the official veterinary authorities
and listed in the Kingdom of Bahrain's approved
slaughterhouses lists

e The organs and animal viscera should be free
from vesicles and congestion, and they should
maintain their normal shape and be free from
any pathological symptoms.

e Organs and animal viscera of all kinds should
be preserved with all their characteristics and
distinctive characteristics, free from rancidity,
from manifestations of deterioration, and from
any other harmful substance.

e The organs and animal viscera should be
frozen at a temperature -18°C

e To be free from any trace or residues of
antibiotics and hormones.

o Does not contain colors or preservatives.
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Conditions for Importing Organs and Animal Viscera Fit for
Human Consumption

Packing

When packing, the following must be considered:

The packaging materials or containers used for
packaging must be clean, healthy, and made of
materials that do not affect public health,
product safety, and quality, and do not cause
contamination during transportation, handling,
and storage

The packaging materials shall not leave any
toxic or harmful residues on the meat or cause it
to be contaminated with any undesirable
substance.

Organs and animal viscera must be packed in
waxed cartons or polyethylene, with all data
indicated on them, provided that the units of
each box are identical in shape, size, weight and
type of product.

Transportation and storage

The followings must be observed:

The temperature of the thermal center of the
frozen organs and animal viscera during
storage should not exceed -18°C.

The elapsed period from the validity period
until arrival at the port of entry shall not exceed
half the period of validity for human
consumption.

Transported in containers designated for meat
transportation

The flights of airlines should be direct and in
the case of transit flights, the containers should
be placed closed in cold rooms.

The containers should have a device to monitor
the temperature during the flight (Data logger).
The container is insulated with thermal
insulation materials internally and externally.
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Conditions for Importing Organs and Animal Viscera Fit for
Human Consumption

Descriptive information on the packaging label

Type of organs or viscera.

The source of organs and viscera
Indicate storage and transportation
temperature.

Product shelf life

Shelf Life

Compliance with the mandatory expiry dates
listed in the table below is required:
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Product

Packaging

Expiry

Temperature

tongue, tripe, external fat(frozen)

Edible organs
and offal’s:
kidneys, heart, liver

Carton with polyethylene

6 months

-18°C

Brain (frozen)

Carton with polyethylene

4 months

-18 °C

tongue, tripe, external fat(chilled)

Edible organs
and offal’s:
kidneys, heart, liver

Carton with polyethylene

7 days

1°Ctill 0.5°C

Brain (chilled )

Carton with polyethylene

5 days

1°Ctill 0.5 °C

Product evaluation

Shipments arriving in the Kingdom of Bahrain from
a source importing for the first time will be subject
to evaluation as follows:

The importing company must provide samples
of the products to be imported before the
import process begins. If the evaluated samples
are found to be fit for human consumption and
do not show any pathogens, then approval for
importing from the new source will be given,
and samples will be taken upon the arrival of
the first shipment, which will then be subject to
regular monitoring.
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Conditions for Importing Organs and Animal Viscera Fit for
Human Consumption

Upon arrival

Each imported shipment will be subjected to
quarantine procedures at the port of arrival in
accordance to the WVeterinary Quarantine Law

No. (8) of 2003 and the executive regulations No (7)

of 2004, no consignment will be released until the
following requirements are fulfilled:

e Fit for human consumption.

o Compliant with the Veterinary Quarantine
Law, the Veterinary Quarantine Guide, the
Meat Examination Guide, and the standard
specifications in force in the Kingdom of
Bahrain.

e All certificates and accompanying documents
are completed and original.

e Inthe event of a breach of the import
conditions for animal organs and viscera, the
shipment will be rejected.

Storage in Kingdom of Bahrain

Importing companies are obliged to provide a
warehouse for the reserved shipments only.

The reserved shipments should not be mixed with
any other products, and the shipment may not be
disposed of without an official permission from the
relevant authority

Ministry of Municipalities Affairs & Agriculture
reserves the right to impose any necessary
conditions for the following purposes:

e Preventing the entry of any epidemic and
contagious diseases into the Kingdom of
Bahrain.

e Protection of human from any food born
disease.

The ministry reserves the right to cancel any
permit it has issued if the shipment poses any
risk to public health or animal health due to its
import, without incurring any legal or financial
responsibility.
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Conditions for Importing Organs and Animal Viscera Fit for
Human Consumption
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and Agriculture

For any further information about importing Jw«alsill a Sill A el i) Jag pd Joa claglrall (a4 3al

conditions don’t hesitate to contact us on:
vetquarantine@mun.gov.bh

For more information on standards and technical
regulation related to Organs and Animal Viscera
Fit for Human  Consumption  please
don’t hesitate to visit Bahrain standard store
through
https://bsmd.moic.gov.bh/store/?lang=en, or you
may contact to Testing and Metrology directorate
at Ministry of Industry and Commerce through
bsmd@moic.gov.bh.”
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